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Cognitive science is among the most fascinating intellectual

achievements of the modern era. The quest to understand the

mind is an ancient one. But modern science has offered new

insights and techniques that have revolutionized this enquiry.

Oxford University Press now presents a masterly history of the

field, told by one of its most eminent practitioners. 

No one else could tell the story as Boden can: she has been a

member of the cognitive science community since the 

late-1950s, and has known many of its key figures personally.

Her narrative is written in a lively, swift-moving style, enriched

by the personal touch of someone who knows the story at first

hand. Her history looks forward as well as back: besides asking

how state-of-the-art research compares with the hopes of the

early pioneers, she identifies the most promising current work.

Mind as Machine will be a rich resource for anyone working on

the mind, in any academic discipline, who wants to know how

our understanding of mental capacities has advanced over the

years.
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